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    COMHAIRLE CATHRACH AGUS CONTAE PHORT LÁIRGE 

      WATERFORD CITY AND COUNTY COUNCIL 
 

Meeting of the Metropolitan District held in City Hall, Waterford on 16th July 2018 @ 5.00pm 
 
Present:   
 

 
Officials in attendance: 

Mr. F. Galvin, District Manager  
Mr. I. Grimes, DOS, Housing, Community & Culture 
Mr. J. Sullivan, SEO, Housing, Community & Culture  
Mr. J. O’Mahony, SP, Planning 
Mr. A. O’Shea, EE Roads 
Mr. P. Johnston, SRE, Housing 
Mr. B. Duggan, SEO Economic Development 

   Ms. M. Fitzsimons, CO, Economic Development 
 
Vote of Sympathy: 
 
Votes of sympathy were extended to the families of: 
 

Ned Tobin, Joan Boyle, Eilish Cunningham and Mary O’Neill 
 
 

1. Confirmation of Minutes  
 
The minutes of the Metropolitan District meeting held on the 18th June 2018, were proposed by Cllr. 
Quinlan, seconded by Cllr. Brennan and agreed. 
  
The minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on the 29th June 2018, were proposed by Cllr. 
Cummins, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and agreed.  
 
It was proposed by Cllr. Kelly Mayor, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and agreed to delay the meeting by 
fifteen minutes to allow for the completion of the Housing Workshop. 
 
 
 
 

Cllr. Joe Kelly Mayor 
Cllr. Breda Brennan 
Cllr. John Carey 
Cllr. Joe Conway 
Cllr. John Cummins 
Cllr. Davy Daniels 
Cllr. Pat Fitzgerald 
Cllr. Jim Griffin 
Cllr. Blaise Hannigan 
Cllr. John Hearne 
Cllr. Sean Reinhardt 
Cllr. Eddie Mulligan 
Cllr. Jason Murphy 
Cllr. Cha O’Neill 
Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan 
Cllr. Eamon Quinlan 
Cllr. Mary Roche 
Cllr. Adam Wyse 
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2. Matters Arising 
 
Cllr. Griffin advised, for clarification, that at the May meeting, his request was for the installation of 
bollards at Tramore Soccer Club grounds. Cllr. Murphy enquired about the road markings on Colbeck 
Street and asked for an update on public art for Arundel Square as part of the Urban Renewal Scheme. 
Cllr. Mulligan asked for an update on the ESB ducting at Cuckaloo, Dunmore East and the T.F. Meagher 
statue on The Mall; he also requested that water safety signs be installed at Cheekpoint harbour. Cllr. 
Cummins asked that a second entrance to the Nature Park be provided from the Kilbarry side. 
 
F. Galvin, District Manager stated that road marking at Colbeck Street will be completed by the 
contractor shortly, that repair works to the ducting at Cuckaloo Hill were being contracted out, that the 
water safety signs are on order and that some works to the T.F. Meagher statue have been done but that 
the main tree pruning work would not be done until late autumn. He also confirmed that the second 
entrance into the Nature Park would be considered. He also agreed to revert regarding an update on the 
installation of a public art piece. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr. Kelly Mayor, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and agreed to move the Notice of 
Motions to Item 4. 
 
3. Planning 
  

a) Planning Lists already circulated by email  - noted 
 

a) Planning & Development Act, 2000 as amended Planning & Development Regulations 2001 as 
amended Part V111 –Construction of  12 no. Apartments at Summerland Square, Lower Yellow 
Road- Commencement of process – circulated by email. Councillors welcomed the scheme in this 
prominent area which is providing much needed units. Questions regarding parking and access 
were answered by P. Johnston, SRE. Commencement of the process was proposed by Cllr. 
Quinlan, seconded by Cllr. Conway and agreed. 
 

b) Planning & Development Act, 2000 as amended Planning & Development Regulations 2001 as 
amended Part V111 –Construction of 58 Houses in Slievekeale, Waterford City – Completion of 
process. P. Johnston, SRE outlined the two reports from the Housing Dept. and the Chief 
Executive’s report setting out that the scheme provides for fifty eight residential units which 
supports the policies and objective of Waterford City and County Council and the Department of 
Housing, Planning and Local Government. I. Grimes, DOS issues around conservation.   
It was proposed by Cllr. Reinhardt and seconded by Cllr. Hearne that the Completion of the 
Process be approved; however Cllr. Murphy, seconded by Cllr. Hannigan proposed an 
amendment, due to the short notice of modifications to the plan, that the decision be delayed until 
Friday 20th July to allow time for Councillors. The proposal for the amendment was put to a 
recorded vote resulting as follows:  
 

Name: For: Against: 
Cllr. Joe Kelly Mayor √  
Cllr. Breda Brennan  √ 
Cllr. John Carey  √ 
Cllr. Joe Conway  √ 
Cllr. John Cummins  √ 
Cllr. Davy Daniels √  
Cllr. Pat Fitzgerald  √ 
Cllr. Jim Griffin  √ 
Cllr. Blaise Hannigan √  
Cllr. John Hearne  √ 
Cllr. Sean Reinhardt  √ 
Cllr. Eddie Mulligan √  
Cllr. Jason Murphy √  
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Cllr. Cha O’Neill  √ 
Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan √  
Cllr. Eamon Quinlan √  
Cllr. Mary Roche  √ 
Cllr. Adam Wyse √  

 
This proposal was defeated by ten votes against and eight in favour. A recorded vote was then 
taken on the original proposal for Completion of the Process resulting in a unanimous vote as 
follows:  
 

Name: For: Against: 
Cllr. Joe Kelly Mayor √  
Cllr. Breda Brennan √  
Cllr. John Carey √  
Cllr. Joe Conway √  
Cllr. John Cummins √  
Cllr. Davy Daniels √  
Cllr. Pat Fitzgerald √  
Cllr. Jim Griffin √  
Cllr. Blaise Hannigan √  
Cllr. John Hearne √  
Cllr. Sean Reinhardt √  
Cllr. Eddie Mulligan √  
Cllr. Jason Murphy √  
Cllr. Cha O’Neill √  
Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan √  
Cllr. Eamon Quinlan √  
Cllr. Mary Roche √  
Cllr. Adam Wyse √  

 
 
 
7. Notice of Motions 
 
Cllr. Hannigan introduced a Motion in the names of Cllr. Joe Conway & Cllr. Blaise Hannigan as 
follows: 
 

“That this Council resolves to draw on all its powers – whether they are in compulsory 
purchase, the Local Government (Sanitary Services) Act, 1964, and any other effective 
legislation - to remediate the dereliction that is the former Grand Hotel, Tramore, in order to 
address the very reasonable social, community, economic and tourist concerns of the town” 

 Reg. No. 34 (dated 9th July, 2018) 

Cllr. Hannigan outlined his concerns about the current state of The Grand Hotel and the detrimental 
impact that it was having on Tramore town centre. Cllr. Griffin supported the motion outlining the effects 
of dereliction in Tramore; Cllr. Daniels concurred noting the history of the hotel and the good works 
carried out by the Tidy Towns Committee in Tramore. Cllrs. Wyse, Conway, Quinlan and Brennan fully 
supported the motion. Cllr. Fitzgerald noted the rights of property owners. A vote was taken by a show of 
hands and the motion was carried by seventeen votes in favour and Cllr. Fitzgerald voting against the 
motion.  

F. Galvin, District Manager noted the issues raised and stated that the matter was of concern to the 
Council and a priority for action. He noted that the CE had recently met with the current owner with a 



4 
 

view to progressing matters and the Council was committed to follow up on this matter until a satisfactory 
conclusion was reached. 

It was proposed by Cllr. Quinlan, seconded by Cllr. Roche and agreed to take item 5 before the Reports 
section. 

 

5. Our Public Libraries 2022 - Presentation 
 

J. Cantwell, City Librarian presented on ‘Our Public Libraries 2022 – Inspiring, Connecting and 
Empowering Communities’ a strategy document developed in consultation with public groups, focus 
groups, staff input and input from elected members. The vision to extend opening hours in line with the 
Open Libraries (8am – 10pm) initiative which has been piloted in three areas around the country was set 
out; as was the national objective within the strategy document to increase numbers using the service. Ms. 
Cantwell outlined that the service is well used in Waterford and set out the various programmes and 
services available in our libraries including Right to Read, Work Matters, Healthy Ireland at Your 
Library. Cllr. O’Neill complimented the staff of the library service for their friendliness and requested 
that the proposal of a walkway between the Carrickphierish library and the Spraoi building area be 
considered. Cllrs. Quinlan, Mulligan, Hearne and Griffin extended their congratulations and 
acknowledged the valuable contribution to the community made by our libraries. 

 
 

4. Reports 
 

Cllr. O’Sullivan reported a light out on Church Road and requested that a barrier be instated at the new 
entrance by the Lower Prom area in Tramore. Cllr. Cummins complimented all involved in the stunning 
floral display around the city; he requested that the grass bank at Ursuline Court be strimmed and that 
ramps in housing estates be painted; he asked for an update on the CIS and LIHAF schemes. Cllr. 
Fitzgerald asked about grass cutting arrangements and that ditches be cut back on roads to local coves and 
slipways; he also asked that a yellow box be repainted on slipways. A. O’Shea, EE confirmed that the 
barriers for the new entrance is being fabricated and would be in place as soon as possible, he agreed to 
follow up on the light on Church Road. F. Galvin, District Manager agreed to follow up on the request for 
strimming and gave an update on the CIS and LIHAF schemes. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr. O’ Neill, seconded by Cllr. Murphy and agreed that the meeting be extended by 
fifteen minutes to allow for the completion of business. 
 
F. Galvin, District Manager requested further details on the slipways requiring yellow boxes and/or 
ditches to be cut back; he also confirmed grass cutting arrangements. Cllr. Hearne enquired about voter 
registration. Cllr. Griffin requested an update on derelict sites in Tramore; he asked that the hedges be cut 
back at Garrus and Saleens areas; he enquired whether the Emergency Plan is equipped to deal with 
extreme weather events; he asked if Council staff were available to assist Gardai regarding queries on 
beach bye-laws and about the management of noise in housing estates. Cllr. O’Neill requested an update 
on plans for the Millennium Plaza, he pointed out overgrown trees detracting from the view from the 
North Quays/Ferrybank area and he complimented on the floral display throughout the city. Cllr. Quinlan 
suggested that the issue of sandwich boards on the public footpath be referred to SPC for discussion.  
 
In response to the questions raised, F. Galvin, District Manager stated that it was a matter of individual 
responsibility to register to vote and the various promotions to remind and encourage same; he agreed to 
brief the Gardaí fully on beach laws and outlined that many Council staff members work throughout the 
weekend; he confirmed that the Council does not have a role in the management of noise created by late 
night ball playing in housing estates; he confirmed the development of a plan for refurbishing the 
Millennium Plaza and outlined that funding may be an issue. J. O’Mahony, SP outlined the position on 
derelict sites in Tramore and confirmed that the policy on sandwich boards was discussed and developed 
two years ago. He outlined the primary concerns relating to the proliferation of boards blocking access 
and narrowing the footpath. 
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Cllr. Murphy raised the issue of tragic occurrences on Rice Bridge and enquired whether the Council 
could do anything additional to help the situation, such as life affirming message by the bridge; he 
requested that the introduction of a dog park be examined and that Wyse Park be focused on; he asked 
about the management of events in The Apple Market and enquired about taxi ranks. Cllr. Brennan asked 
how much of the Housing Adaptation budget has been spent to date and asked for a timeframe on 
resurfacing at Cherrymount and St. Herblain Park. Cllr. Mulligan asked that bins be installed along the 
Dunmore East Coastal Walkway and in Georges and Michael Street areas; he asked about cleaning 
mechanisms in public realm areas. Cllr. Roche requested that a letter be sent to the OPW regarding the 
lighting of Reginald’s Tower and City Walls; she asked for a report on tourism resources and suggested 
meeting with Waterford Chamber regarding shared resources, she asked that yellow boxes re repainted at 
University Hospital Roundabout and that the location of disabled parking bays be circulation to members; 
she also suggested that the space under The Apple Market roof be shared communally which would help 
maintain full width walkways for pedestrians. Cllr. Hannigan asked about capacity at the pumping station 
at the pier in Tramore and for an update on the Queen of Peace nursing home. Cllr. Carey reported lights 
out at Crooke, requested that hedges be cut back between Passage East and Woodstown and asked when 
the footpaths in Faithlegg will commence.  
F. Galvin, District Manager agreed to investigate dog parks, follow up on Wyse Park, he outlined the 
situation in The Apple Market and confirmed the locations of taxi rank; he will revert regarding the 
patching of road surfaces; he will investigate the installation of bins in Dunmore East and city centre 
areas; he outlined the cleansing programme and that tenders are being sought for mechanical equipment 
to augment resources; he agreed to follow up on the request for a letter to the OPW and on reinstating 
yellow boxes and will circulate the location of disabled parking bays; he outlined plans for the pumping 
station, he agreed to follow up on the light out at Crooke and the hedges between Passage East and 
Woodstown; he confirmed that the footpath in Faithlegg will commence shortly; he also confirmed that 
planning permission is in place for the Queen of Peace nursing home so the timeframe will be determined 
by the developer. 
 
 
6. Correspondence 

 
There was no correspondence 

 
 
 
8. AOB 
 
 
Cllr. Roche requested an update on water supplies in the context of the prolonged dry weather. F. Galvin, 
District Manager confirmed that there are no undue worries at this point. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed:  ________________________   Dated: ___________________ 
  Mayor 


